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 A spelling bee competition that led to a friendship between two Winton Woods 

City Schools students has now led to the creation of a video that highlights that 

friendship. Seventh grader Nicolantonio Prentosito and eighth grader Nathan 

Washam are semi-finalists in the national Spellebrity Video Contest and need 

your votes to win.  

The boys’ video, “Spelling Bee Has Created a Bond of Friendship," tells the story 

of the competition and friendship that began with the pair’s first spelling bee in 

2013 at Winton Woods Intermediate School. Now that video is up for public 



voting nation-wide at Spellebrity.com. 

Voting takes place Monday, April 18, 

through Friday, April 22, and each person 

may vote once a day. The contest asks 

students to spell out ways to encourage 

others to read through a fun, narrative 

video and is sponsored by Kindle and 

presented by the Scripps National 

Spelling Bee. Both Prentosito and 

Washam will receive a Kindle Paperwhite 

for being chosen as one of the 10 semi-

finalists.    

If they receive enough online votes, their 

video will move on to the finals. Five 

finalist teams will receive a trip to 

Washington D.C. for the 2016 Scripps 

National Spelling Bee. One champion 

team will also receive a trophy and a $1,000 cash award.  

Both Prentosito and Washam have represented Winton Woods City Schools in 

the WCPO Scripps Regional Spelling Bee—Nathan in 2016 and Nico in 2014 

and 2015. In the video they use their “spellebrity” status to encourage others to 

become spellebrities too. The video prominently features the district, with scenes 

in front of the Winton Woods Middle School sign and on the front steps, as well 

as on the playground of Winton Woods Primary South.  

Included in the video are older sisters, Aversa Prentosito and Eliana Washam, 

both Winton Woods High School students. Aversa is a “spellebrity” who 

represented Winton Woods in the WCPO Scripps Regional Spelling Bee in 2011 

and 2013. Eliana was on stage at the 2016 Regional Bee, as aide for her brother 

Nathan, who has severe autism.  

Go to www.Spellebrity.com until Friday, April 22, to cast your vote for these two 

great spellers, team name “Nathan and Nico.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Nico Prentosito (left) and Nathan Washam are shown with 

Winton Woods Middle School Principal Doug Sanker. 

 SEARCH FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
School districts throughout Ohio continue to identify, locate and evaluate all 
children with disabilities, birth through 21. For children birth through age two, a 
disability means that child has a delay in one or more of the following 
developmental areas: adaptive behavior, cognition, communication, physical 
development, sensory development and/or social or emotional development. 
For children ages three through five, a disability means that child has a~ 

http://www.spellebrity.com/


documented deficit in one or more of the following developmental areas: 
communication skills, hearing abilities, motor functioning, socialemotional/ 
behavior functioning or vision abilities. 
 
For school-age students, a disability means a person having one or more 
conditions such as autism, developmental handicap, hearing handicap, multi-
handicap, orthopedically and/or other health handicap, severe behavior 
handicap, speech and language handicap, specific learning disability, traumatic 
brain injury or visual handicap. 
 
Many unidentified children with disabilities are preschoolers. 
If you know of a child who you think may have a disability, please contact: 
STUDENT SERVICES I DEPARTMENT OF TEACHING & LEARNING 
WINTON WOODS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
8 ENFIELD STREET 
CINCINNATI OHIO 45218  (513) 619-2320 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools held 

its second Business Partners 

Breakfast for the 2015-2016 

school year to honor its Warrior 

Business Partners and the 

collaborations that have been 

created throughout Forest Park, 

Greenhills and Springfield 

Township. Those who attended 

were treated a performance by 

members of Winton Woods High 

School’s Varsity Ensemble, led 

by Joe Whatley, director of 

choirs.  

Keynote addresses focused on the district’s expansion of New Tech Network, 

one of the successful components of Winton Woods High School’s Academy of 

Global Studies, to all schools in the district. Guests heard from Alan Leach, New 

Tech Network director of district and school development, and Eric Martin, 

principal of Winton Woods High School.     

To see the Warrior’s Business Partners Appreciation Breakfast, visit Waycross 

Community Media Video on Demand at http://www.waycross.tv/wwvod.html. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Alan Leach is shown at Winton Woods City Schools’ spring 

Business Partners Breakfast. 

http://www.waycross.tv/wwvod.html


 

 

 

 Congratulations to the cast, 
crew, musicians, directors 
and everyone involved in 
this past weekend’s 
production of Cinderella at 
Winton Wood High School! 
Photo by Elise Speeg.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Winton Woods Educational Foundation (WWEF) and Winton Woods 

Community PTA are again partnering to raise money to fund grants throughout 

the district with a Zumbathon on Friday, April 22, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at Winton 

Woods Intermediate School. “This is an opportunity to help raise funds for our 

students and teachers while having a great time with fabulous, fun, energetic 

instructors,” said LeAnne Montgomery, WWEF member.        

Tax deductible tickets are $10. Those interested in joining in the Zumbathon 

should contact Montgomery at 619-2316 or 

montgomery.leanne@wintonwoods.org to purchase a ticket. Doors open early, 

and tickets will also be available at the door.  

Winton Woods Intermediate School is located at 825 Waycross Road in Forest 

Park.  

 There will be a second opportunity for families and community members to view 
the award winning documentary Most Likely to Succeed on Friday, June 3, 
from 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the Winton Woods High School auditorium. This 89-
minute documentary examines the history of education in the U.S. and the 
shortcomings of the today’s conventional education methods. The film explores 
new approaches to education as it follows students into the classrooms of High 
Tech High, an innovative new school in San Diego. There two groups of ninth 
graders take on ambitious, project-based challenges that promote critical skills 
rather than rote memorization. 

mailto:montgomery.leanne@wintonwoods.org


 

 Jeff Merrill, athletic director at 

Winton Woods Middle School, 

has been chosen as the 

Southwest Ohio Athletic 

Directors Association Middle 

School Athletic Director of the 

Year. The award is presented to 

a middle school athletic director 

in recognition of service, 

leadership and involvement with 

interscholastic athletics at the 

local and district levels. This is 

Merrill’s second time receiving this honor. He is in his sixteenth year as athletic 

director at WWMS.  

Each year, SWOADA honors individuals within its association for their dedication 
to the student athletes, schools and communities they serve. Merrill will represent 
the Southwest District, serving as a nominee for state and national recognition, at 
the OIAAA State Conference in November. 
 

 Engineers from General Electric 

in Evendale have been visiting 

Mike DeMain’s classroom at 

Winton Woods Middle School 

for three years now. Each year 

they not only work with the 

students on math activities and 

projects, they also help 

students see themselves in 

science and math careers like 

engineering or computer 

technology. This year’s visits 

also included a grant check for 

$2900 that will be used to 

purchase a laptop and software 

so students can see geometry in a three-dimensional application and better 

understand geometric concepts.  

Eight GE engineers, led by Mishra Mathumati, came to DeMain’s class once a 

week from October to February as part of the company’s Igniting Minds program. 

The program’s mission is to help improve students’ grasp in math and science by 

providing hands-on opportunities that will increase their interest. “One of the most 

common questions I get is, ‘When will I ever use this?’” said DeMain. “On a 



weekly basis, the engineers from GE showed great real world examples so my 

students could see how to apply what they had learned.” 

“We were constantly learning something and learning the math behind it,” said 

Kiara Gaines. “They would help us to problem solve and use our minds,” said 

Kamille Austin. “They would put engineering in real life situations,” said Matthew 

Bernardo.  

Bernardo described one of this year’s projects where the students made boats 

from a 6”x6” piece of tin foil. They then had to see how many Legos their boat 

would hold without sinking. Bernardo said he went for short sides and a big 

surface area for his boat, which held 120 Legos—the most in the class. He said 

the engineers compared the project to figuring out the capacity of cargo or cruise 

ships.    

The engineers also taught about the volume of 3-D objects using hamburger and 

hot dog wrappers and popcorn. They helped the students make their own version 

of Silly Putty and to create a two-dimensional paper park to determine what 

shape is best to fit in all the playground equipment. “The most practical shape 

was a square,” said Bernardo, “because most of the objects are square or 

rectangular, not circular.” 

Gaines said she enjoyed the amount of freedom the engineers gave them on 

their projects because it was like real life on a job. “This increased my interest in 

engineering,” she said.  

Bernardo added that engineering is now one of his top picks as a career option. 

“I saw there’s so much freedom applying math to the real world and that there 

are real life uses—like designing jets for safety—that can end up saving a life.”   

Austin said she had complained in the past that math didn’t mean anything. “Now 

I look at math and science differently,” she said, “and I realize it can lead to 

something in the future. This gave math a purpose.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Students in Mike DeMain’s geometry class at Winton Woods 

Middle School are shown with some of the GE engineers who visited weekly as 

part of the company’s Igniting Minds program. Photo provided.  

 Winton Woods Intermediate School's eighth annual “Fantabulous Caregiver’s 
Day Flower Sale” begins Monday, April 25, and continues until Friday, May 6, 
with potted plants and hanging baskets available. The sale is a project of the 
school's Student Council Caring and Sharing program. Prices are:  

 
 



 $2.00 - 4” potted petunias, 
marigolds, begonias and 
impatiens 

 $3.00 - Four-packs of 
petunias, marigolds, 
impatiens, and begonias 

 $3.00 - 4” potted geraniums 

 $8.00 – 8” hanging baskets 
of petunias and impatiens 

 $12.00 - 10” hanging baskets 
of petunias and impatiens  

 $14.00 – 10” hanging 
baskets of geraniums 

 

Order forms are available at the 
school. For additional information, please call the school office at 619-2450. 
WWIS is located at 825 Waycross Road in Forest Park.  

 

 2016 Nature Summer Day Camp Scholarships now AVAILABLE! 

50% OFF CAMP PRICE 

Send your child to the Cincinnati Zoo or to one of the Great Parks of Hamilton 

County for half the cost! Go to www.forestpark.org/environmental and scroll down 

to “City of Forest Park Programs.” You can’t miss it! 

Day camp sessions are beginning to fill up. While you are there, review the many 

other programs and events that will be occurring throughout the spring and 

summer. You may find something you will like! 

 For information on a Summer Academic Enrichment camp, please call Envision 

Children at 513-772-5437.   

http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/Academic%20Summer%20Enrichment

%20Program%20Flyer%202016%20Winton%20Woods(1).pdf 
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Upcoming Events 

April 25     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 4      Superintendent’s State of the Schools 

      Address, 6:30 p.m. 

May 23     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 26     Last Day for Students 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa 

Cleary, writer and photographer. 

 



 

 

 
 

 


